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Economic Review
of the seafood industry to June 2021

EXPORT STATISTICS
EXPORT NZ$FOB* EXPORT TONNES

Finfish species accounts for 70 percent of export 
volume which is similar to 2020. Rock Lobster has 
bounced back to pre-COVID-19 volumes -with 
exports more then doubling.

Export volume (YTD to June 2021) = 119,407 
tonnes

All figures in this section are based on export data 
provided by Statistics New Zealand and analysed by 
Seafood New Zealand for the year to June 2021.

Seafood exports to the end of June 2021 totalled 
NZ$843 mil with 119,407 tonnes exported.

Export value (YTD to June 2021) = NZ$843 mil

Welcome to the latest update on the economic performance of New Zealand seafood. 
This edition provides provisional data for the year to June 2021.

KEY RESULTS FOR THE PERIOD:
• Total export value and volume is down slightly when compared with 2020.
• Exports of rock lobster have bounced back to pre-COVID-19 levels.
• Seafood exports are now the seventh highest traded commodity, however this is mainly

due to other commodities increasing significantly.
• Export value to our three main trading partners has increased when compared with 2020.
• Spain saw a drop in export value of 59% due to a significant reduction in squid exports.
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EXPORTS BY COUNTRY

EXPORT VALUE BY SPECIES (NZ$) EXPORTS OF MAIN COMMODITIES

China, United States and Australia are still in the top 
three positions. All have seen an increase in export 
value. Poland has made it back onto the top 10 list due 
to an increased volume of hoki exports.

Top 10 Export Countries by Value (YTD to June 2021)

The export value of rock lobster increased by 80 
percent for the year to June 2021. This was due to 
the significant disruption of exports to China in 
2020. Hoki exports also increased when compared 
with 2020. Mussels, squid, orange roughy and tuna 
have all decreased significantly.

Exports of the main commodities for the year 
ended June 2021 saw an overall 1 percent reduction 
compared with the same period in 2020. Fish, 
crustaceans and molluscs decreased by 4 percent. 
All other commodities also saw a decrease except 
for Logs and Machinery which both saw significant 
increases.

Composition of Exports to Top 5 Trading Partners 
(YTD to June 2021)




